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CALL FOR PAPERS 
An International, Interdisciplinary Conference  

Development in Question:  

Challenges for the 21st Century 
 

October 6 – 8, 2016, Cornell University, Ithaca NY 
 
This is a time of critical re-thinking about the nature and meaning of Development. 
Contemporary challenges such as climate change, global food crises, growing populations, 
widespread environmental degradation, geo-political instability and concerns over energy 
management have heightened uncertainty around – and contestation over – the future. In October 
2015, the United Nations unveiled the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a set of 
ambitious, much-discussed goals that follow on the heels of the prior Millennium Development 
Goals (2005–2015). According to the website, the SDGs “converge with the post 2015 
development agenda.” This raises the question: what is the post-2015 development agenda, who 
is included and how are the boundaries constructed?  
 
Notwithstanding the billions of dollars, thousands of consultants and considerable institutional 
infrastructure, development work raises as many questions as it answers. Thinking of 
development as a policy, a set of objectives, groups of people, or a national and international set 
of goals, raises old and new questions of inequality, social change, colonialism, war, rights, 
environmental degradation, distribution, and more. To address the questions of what is 
development, what or who is to be developed and why, Cornell University is hosting a 
conference on “Development in Question” to be held October on the Cornell campus in Ithaca, 
NY. The conference organizers invite papers that think critically and creatively about 
contradictions, challenges and opportunities within the concept and practice of development. 
Contributions that engage in original ways both empirically and theoretically with key ideas, 
practices and categories of Development at different or multiple scales will be privileged.  
 
Throughout the conference, there will be keynote plenary talks or panels on the following topics:  
 
The 2015 Sustainable Development Goals: Sustaining what, whom and why? 
Doing Development: The international community, national state and emerging actors 
The Tools of Development: Definitions, measurement and (e)valuation 
Development in Movement: From migration to refugees, the demographics of development 
Marketing Development: Commodity chains, global trade and the commodification of 

everything 
 
In addition to the plenary sessions, the conference will consist of parallel paper sessions on a 
wide range of topics. We welcome abstracts from all scholars, including academics, activists, 
organizers and policy-makers. The following themes will guide the selection of abstracts 
although we are open to all work on Development, particularly from a sociological perspective: 
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• Development, Conflict and War  
• Trade Flows and Illicit Economies 
• Doing Development Differently: Activists, Policy and Academics 
• Pedagogies of Development 
• South-South Development: Genealogies and Implications  
• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
• Privatization 
• Social movements and mobilization 
• Gender, race and ethnicity in the new development era 
• Climate Change and the Nature of Development  
• Infrastructure and Extractive Development 
• Knowledge, Expertise and Power 
• Precarity and the Politics of Poverty 
• Migration, Mobility and Environmental Change  
• Urban infrastructure and lives 

 
Instructions for submission of abstracts or panel proposals*: 

 
The deadline for submitting abstracts or panel proposals is February 08, 2016 

 
Please send proposals (no more than one page for a single abstract, no more than two pages for a 

panel proposal as a word or pdf document to questioningdevelopment2016@gmail.com 
Include full contact details (email, affiliation and address for contact) 
Notifications and initial programs will be sent out mid-March 2016 

* Panel proposals should include between 3 to 5 presenters; if 3 presenters are suggested, conference organizers 
may add up to 2 additional members. 
 
Note: There is no fee for registration. Hospitality grants will be provided to some participants, 
but they are limited. Please specify whether you would like to be considered for partial funding. 
During the conference, all meals and materials will be provided for participants. 
 
For more information and clarification, please send an email to the address above. 
 
Steering committee members: 
Wendy Wolford and Alice Beban, Cornell University, USA, Development Sociology 
Elizabeth Harrison, University of Sussex, UK, School of Global Studies  
Michael Watts, University of California, Berkeley, USA, Program in Development Studies  
Sérgio Sauer, University of Brasília, Brazil, Program on Environment and Rural Development 
Ye Jingzhong, China Agricultural University, China, Humanities and Development Studies 
Carol Upadhya, National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore, India 
Max Ajl, Middle East Political Economy Project, Arab Studies Institute  
Yvonne Underhill-Sem, University of Auckland, New Zealand, Development Studies 
Shalmali Guttal, Focus on the Global South, Bangkok, Thailand 
Emmanuel Sulle, University of the Western Cape, South Africa, PLAAS  
Jennifer Franco, Transnational Institute, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
Rae Lesser Blumberg, President, ASA Section on the Sociology of Development, USA (rotating) 


